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Introduction

A tour of the free and readily available resources and
tools on the Web that can aid teaching and

learning. There are services that range from hosting
filles and content to providing a means for synchronous
chatting and talking.
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When youoOre teachi

What are you looking to do? What tasks?

What problems have you struggled with In
using free tools/resources?

Are there certain spi
curious about?

Do you have access to Moodle or a similar
system?

How have you used these tools in your
teaching?



Finding the Right Tool for the Job

Course Homes
Moodle
W ordPress

Communication and
Collaboration Tools
Google Docs
Google Talk
Dropbox
TechSmith Jing

Instructional Content
MIT OCW
NC LIVE




Course Homes

Moodle
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Moodle: Explained

Wh at |l s 1t 7? Your cour seods
A turn-key solution.

Features include:
hosting content
asynchronous discussion
quizzing
assignments
grading
wikis
and more.
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Moodle: Getting Started Fnood e

Almost free option: Download for free and host it
yourself (see moodle.org)
Requires hardware and IT know-how

Moodle Hosting: ClassroomRevolution,
MoodleRooms and Remotel earner
Fees associated with hosting

Totally free option: Create a course at a site that runs
Moodle as a service such as keytoschool.com (d o e s n 0 |
seem to be allowing new accounts right now L )

*NC community colleges are moving to Moodle as well

Remute-l.earn"g{



http://classroomrevolution.com/crteacher/
http://www.moodlerooms.com/lms-solutions/services/hosting/
http://remote-learner.net/moodle
http://www.keytoschool.com/

WordPress: Explained

Whatis it? A website and blog platform.

One of the easiest interfaces for writing
content and managing a website

What can you use it for?
Host content
Blog
Integrate with other free services (like Twitter)
A good home for your online course @
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l J Other Interest l

Toddi Steelman is Professor of Environmental and Natural Resource .
Policy within the Department of Forestry and Environmental
Resources at North Carolina State University. Her research focuses on
umproving the governance of environmental and natural resources

ith an emphasis on science, policy and decision making interactions.
Current and past projects have included watershed remediation and
management, water quality improvement, land and open space
protection, national forest planning, community forestry and wildfire
policy. She is the author of Implementing Innovation: Fostering
Enduring Change in Environmental and Natural Resource Governarnce
(Georgetown University Press, 2010) and co-author of Knowledge and
Envircnmental Policy: Re-imagining the Boundaries of Science and Politics
(MIT Press, 2010), Coflzborative Environmental Management: What Role
for Government? (Resources for the Future, 2004), and Adaptive
Governance: Integrating Science, Policy and Decision Making (Columbia

—

m

-

Toddi A. Steelman Toddi A.
Steelman

Toddi Steelman is Professor of Environmental and Natural Resource Policy within the p




WordPress: Getting Started

L1 ke Moodl eé

Almost Free: Host it yourself, see
wordpress.org

Totally Free: Get a free WordPress site at
wordpress.com

W


wordpress.org
wordpress.com

A Few Alternatives to Moodle and
WordPress

Drupal e

Joomla _ Joomial Y.’
Google Sites |

Yahoo Sites Google

Blogger B

These are all viable options for course
home pages




Communication and Collaboration
Tools

Google Docs
Google Talk

Dropbox
TechSmith Jing




Google Docs

What is 1it? Online office software with
built-in collaboration features.

Word processing, presentations,
spreadsheets, forms and drawings

docs.google.com

What can you use It for?

Students can use it to aid group work
A replacement for costly desktop software
Online storage of documents

Google


https://spreadsheets.google.com/
http://docs.google.com
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Google Talk

Whatis it? A means to have textual and
voice chats.

WWW.gooqgle.com/talk

What can you use it for?
Again, students can use it to aid group work

A way to have more personal and meaningful
Interactions with students (over emaill)

Assess student learning
Office hours

See also: google.com/educators  Google



http://www.google.com/talk
http://www.google.com/educators

[ http://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&view=btop&ve

Charlie Morris
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Sent at 8:25 AM on Thursday
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Dropbox

What s it? An online file storage locker.
Options on security

Dropbox = Google Docs T writing tools + much better
desktop integration

2 Gigabytes per account

dropbox.com

What can you use it for?
Great for backing things up

Working on documents from different locations

Students can drop documents in your folder, like assignments
or drafts ? o

Student groups could have a shared account N KA
Dropbox



http://www.dropbox.com
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Jing

Whatis it? A desktop software for recording
screenshots and screencasts.

5 minute limit per video, 2 GB limit per account
liIngproject.com
Video stored at screencast.com

What can you use it for?
Class announcements
Instructional content
Answer common guestions
Demonstrating software
Introductions



http://www.jingproject.com
http://screencast.com/
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Communication and Collaboration
Tool Alternatives

Skype P pbwiki
Zoho

Basecamp

Twitter mm |

pbwi Ki Work. Online -."V ;

Basec‘;mp



Free Instructional Content

MIT OCW
NC LIVE



