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Introduction 

¸A tour of the free and readily available resources and 

tools on the Web that can aid teaching and 

learning.  There are services that range from hosting 

files and content to providing a means for synchronous 

chatting and talking. 



When youôre teaching onlineé 

W̧hat are you looking to do?  What tasks? 

W̧hat problems have you struggled with in 

using free tools/resources? 

A̧re there certain specific tools youôre more 

curious about? 

Ḑo you have access to Moodle or a similar 

system? 

Ḩow have you used these tools in your 

teaching? 



Finding the Right Tool for the Job 

1. Course Homes 
a) Moodle 
b) WordPress 

2. Communication and  
Collaboration Tools 

a) Google Docs 
b) Google Talk 
c) Dropbox 
d) TechSmith Jing 

3. Instructional Content 
a) MIT OCW 
b) NC LIVE 

versus 



Course Homes 

Moodle 

WordPress 



Moodle: Explained 

¸What is it?  Your courseôs online home.   

¸A turn-key solution. 

¸Features include:  

¹hosting content 

¹asynchronous discussion 

¹quizzing 

¹assignments 

¹grading 

¹wikis  

¹and more. 

 





Moodle: Getting Started 

¸Almost free option: Download for free and host it 

yourself (see moodle.org) 

¹Requires hardware and IT know-how 

¸Moodle Hosting:  ClassroomRevolution, 

MoodleRooms and RemoteLearner 

¹Fees associated with hosting 

¸Totally free option: Create a course at a site that runs 

Moodle as a service such as keytoschool.com (doesnôt 

seem to be allowing new accounts right now L) 

¸*NC community colleges are moving to Moodle as well 

http://classroomrevolution.com/crteacher/
http://www.moodlerooms.com/lms-solutions/services/hosting/
http://remote-learner.net/moodle
http://www.keytoschool.com/


WordPress: Explained 

W̧hat is it?  A website and blog platform. 

O̧ne of the easiest interfaces for writing 

content and managing a website 

W̧hat can you use it for? 

¹Host content 

¹Blog 

¹Integrate with other free services (like Twitter) 

¹A good home for your online course 







WordPress: Getting Started 

Ļike Moodleé 

A̧lmost Free: Host it yourself, see 

wordpress.org 

Ţotally Free: Get a free WordPress site at 

wordpress.com 

wordpress.org
wordpress.com


A Few Alternatives to Moodle and 

WordPress 

Ḑrupal 

J̧oomla 

Ģoogle Sites 

Y̧ahoo Sites 

B̧logger 

 

Ţhese are all viable options for course 
home pages 



Communication and Collaboration 

Tools 

 

 

Google Docs 

Google Talk 
Dropbox 

TechSmith Jing 



Google Docs 

W̧hat is it? Online office software with 
built-in collaboration features. 

W̧ord processing, presentations, 
spreadsheets, forms and drawings 

ḑocs.google.com 

W̧hat can you use it for? 
¹Students can use it to aid group work 

¹A replacement for costly desktop software 

¹Online storage of documents 

https://spreadsheets.google.com/
http://docs.google.com


Share Folders 

Example of a 
document: 

Share interface 



Google Talk 

W̧hat is it? A means to have textual and 
voice chats. 

w̧ww.google.com/talk 

W̧hat can you use it for? 
¹Again, students can use it to aid group work 

¹A way to have more personal and meaningful 
interactions with students (over email) 

¹Assess student learning 

¹Office hours 

Şee also: google.com/educators 

http://www.google.com/talk
http://www.google.com/educators




Dropbox 

¸What is it?  An online file storage locker. 

¸Options on security 

¸Dropbox = Google Docs ï writing tools + much better 
desktop integration 

¸2 Gigabytes per account 

¸dropbox.com 

¸What can you use it for? 

¹Great for backing things up 

¹Working on documents from different locations 

¹Students can drop documents in your folder, like assignments 
or drafts 

¹Student groups could have a shared account 

http://www.dropbox.com




Jing 

¸What is it?  A desktop software for recording 
screenshots and screencasts. 

¸5 minute limit per video, 2 GB limit per account 

¸jingproject.com 

¸Video stored at screencast.com 

¸What can you use it for? 
¹Class announcements 

¹Instructional content 

¹Answer common questions 

¹Demonstrating software 

¹Introductions 

http://www.jingproject.com
http://screencast.com/




Communication and Collaboration 

Tool Alternatives 

Şkype 

Z̧oho 

B̧asecamp 

Ţwitter 

p̧bwiki 

 



Free Instructional Content 

 

 

MIT OCW 

NC LIVE 


